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—How do you feel after the World

Premiere?

Gu Xiaogang (Director): | was
nervous but very happy. I'm glad
| could see the film we worked so
hard on together with the main cast
and creative team. Thank you to
everyone who came to see the film
in Tokyo.

Jiang Qinqin (Actor): Today was the
first time | saw the finished version,
so | was quite nervous watching
it. | was stunned by Director Gu's
command of a film language that
is so different from that of his
previous film.

Wu Lei (Actor): This is the second
time I've seen the film, but | was
very moved by it and there were
several scenes that surprised me.
— Did you base the script on
anything in particular?

Gu: | had a relative who was involved
in a pyramid scheme. | did a lot of
interviews and began to understand
why people are drawn into multi-level
marketing. It isn't just a crime, it's
like a lab for spreading evil. It made
me want to explore the undulations
of human de-sire. People caught up
in pyramid schemes have a strong
desire to express themselves. | wrote
this script to investigate that desire.
—To the actors, did it require a lot
of courage to play these roles?
Jiang: Zhao Dan, an actor active in

the 1940s and ‘50s, said that acting

is like entering the gates of hell.
You pass through the door, crawl
upwards, and gain a new life. | truly
came to understand what he meant
when playing this role.

Wu: It took a great deal of
determination. It's completely
different from anything else I've
done, so | worried whether I'd be
able to play it effectively but after
reading the script and seeing
Director Gu’s previous film | thought

| could do it with him.

—Why did you cast these actors?
Gu: | didn’t choose them, the film
did. It's inspired by a folktale about
saving a mother from the depths of
hell, | don't think anyone else could
have played these roles.
—You won the Kurosawa Akira
Award, could you tell us a little
about how Kurosawa has inspired
you?
Gu: | can't say definitively, but |
know that he has. Kurosawa was
very adept at balancing artistry and
entertainment. | hope | can continue
working hard to make films that
people love just as he did.
Interpreter: Higuchi Yuko /
Interview & Text by Akatsuka Seijin

"Above is a summary. A detailed report
of the Q&A session is available on the
TIFF Official Website.

ml-l-lﬁ PD ﬁ‘%vs‘

SHD3A

PD Ichiyama’s
3 Picks of the Day

© BHREGXERFEER

aAv~R74av Competition
World Premiere
EE s

A Foggy Paradise

HA Japan
2023/168min/Japanese
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Director: Kotsuji Yohei
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Two unrelated narratives advance parallel to
each other without specifying a setting, time,
or destination. This film portrays two stories
of life and death with a distinctive sci-fi-esque
atmosphere.
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Special Spotlight: Basque Cinema

Co-hosted by: Etxepare Basque Institute / Euskadi-Japan
Supported by San Sebastian International Film Festival

Asian Premiere
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Sultana’s Dream

ZARA>,/RAY Spain/Germany
2023/87min/Basque, English, Spanish, Italian, Hindi, Bengali
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Director: Isabel Herguera
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Inspired by a 1905 Bengali feminist sci-fi story,

Inés journeys across India seeking Ladyland, a
utopian realm of women.
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Special Spotlight: Basque Cinema

Co-hosted by: Etxepare Basque Institute / Euskadi-Japan
Supported by San Sebastian International Film Festival

20000fE D/~ F (1r7E)

20000 Species of Bees
ANRA>  Spain
2023/128min/Spanish
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Director: Estibaliz Urresola Solaguren
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At the 73rd Berlin Film Festival, Sofia Otero,

who played the lead role, won the Best Actor
Award at the youngest age of eight!



